
 

 

 
Port Carling Curling Club - Return to Play Protocols 

The COVID committee has met to review regulations & guidelines and determine our club 
specific needs. We considered the regulations set out by the provincial government, 
Simcoe-Muskoka District Health Unit, and return to play guidelines set out by Curl 
Canada/CurlON. 
 
Below are the items discussed as they relate to our club operating during the COVID 
pandemic. However, the situation is ever-changing and flexibility will be required by all 
involved. 
 
Every member plays a role in ensuring our collective safety at the club. Therefore every 
member will be responsible for following the public health directives of:  

A. Maintaining physical distancing 
B. Wearing a mask/ face covering 
C. Frequent hand washing 
D. Staying home when ill 

 
The club regulations are to support all those using our facility in implementing these directives 
 
Members will be required to sign an agreement and waiver that includes details of their 
responsibilities regarding COVID measures as well as general club use assumption of risk. This 
will be based on Curling Canada templates but the document appropriate for our club's use is 
in development.  
 
If a member, or a member of their household, is experiencing any signs or symptoms of 
COVID-19 they cannot participate in any club activities. There will be a zero-tolerance for 
playing while sick.  
 
To assist with contact tracing in case we do have a case of COVID in the club membership 
attendance will be taken for each game. No spectators will be permitted (exception: Junior 
parents) but any non-player entering the building will have to sign in to the visitor’s book.  
 
In the event of a suspected case or outbreak of COVID-like-illness, we will immediately report 
and discuss with the health unit and follow their directions (which may include closure for 
cleaning).  
 
 
Masks 

Members are required to wear a mask while in the building (unless exempt as per the health 
unit). Masks must be worn when entering the building and while moving around. Masks can be 
removed while seated at a table in the bar.   
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Masks are not mandatory on the ice surface as long as physical distancing is maintained. 
("Actively engaging in an athletic or fitness activity" is an allowable reason to remove your face 
covering as per the health unit.) Masks must be when exiting the ice.  
 
 
Equipment and Change Rooms 

No equipment will be available to members for borrowing this season. For juniors, learn-to-curl 
sessions, or other event-based need for equipment; it will be managed (including cleaning) by 
the junior coaches. Members will be responsible for their own equipment and must "bring & 
take" it with them. They cannot leave their equipment at the club.  
 
Change rooms will be available, however physical distancing must be maintained within the 
space. If members are able to arrive at the club dressed to play (changing shoes only) without 
risk of adding outside debris to the ice (pet hair, road sand/salt) they are encouraged to so.  
Members are asked to arrive no more than 15mins prior to their play time.  
 
 
League Play 

Game start times will be staggered by 15 minutes. For example, sheet 1 will begin at 6:30 and 
sheet 2 will begin at 6:45. This will allow fewer people to prepare to play at the same time and 
will allow games to be played with each sheet throwing from different ends at the same time. 
Members will have to pay close attention to their schedule to make sure they arrive and start 
play at the right time. If there are both early and late games (two draws on the same night) time 
limits will be strictly enforced in order to allow ice makers the time they need and to maintain 
the staggered start time for the late draw.  
 
League conveners will designate a player to assist them each week. The convener and 
assistant will have additional responsibilities to ensure safety. 

{detailed list still needs to be developed but it will include: taking attendance-for contact 
tracing, asking players to self-screen for symptoms, cleaning high touch points, 
prompting the start and end of games, managing the traffic flow on and off the ice, 
assisting with bar service, and reminding members about distancing and mask 
requirements} 

 
No Handshakes: broom taps or head nods while wishing "good curling" 
Coin flips should be replaced by rock-paper-scissors or a coin flip app on your smartphone  
 
Maintain physical distancing while playing: Travel up and down the sheet along the wall-side 
whenever possible. 
 
Only one player may follow the delivered rock in order to sweep. It's up to the team to decide 
who will be sweeping. The broom-holding skip is not allowed to sweep any rocks (delivered or 
set in motion). The skip from the non-delivering team must stay behind the hack until the 
delivering team relinquishes control of the house and cannot sweep any rocks. 
 
Rock handles will be sanitized by the ice technician team. Players must use the same rocks for 
the full game. Avoid touching rocks that are not your own, or use your broom to move rocks. 
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Designate one player to re-arrange rocks at the end of each end, do so without touching 
handles. 
 
Designate one person to keep score. (Scoreboards may not be available - depends on cleaning 
options) 
 
At the end of the game, tap brooms instead of handshakes. Exit via the ice tech door, while 
wearing a mask, and proceed to the change rooms or bar.  
 
 
Junior League Specific Items 

Junior coaches are developing a plan for the junior program that allows for cohorts as possible 
based on the registrants.  
There will be no shared snacks.  
Parents will be permitted in the club to watch and will adhere to the physical distancing and 
mask regulations. Parents that do not watch the game, will remain outside while waiting for 
their players when they arrive for pickup.  
 
 
After Game Social 

The bar will be operating. Tables and chairs will be arranged to allow physical distancing to be 
maintained. Masks may be removed while seated at a table but must be worn when leaving the 
table. 
 
Only one bartender is permitted per evening; they will follow posted sanitization instructions. 
Ideally, this will be the league convener or assistant (if Smart Serve certified).  
Drinks will be served in original containers (ex. beer cans) or poured into single-use cups. 
Members will be responsible for clearing their own drinks into the appropriate waste or 
recycling containers.  
 
 
Cleaning 

All on-ice cleaning and sanitization will be directed by the ice-making team.  
Conveners and assistants will spot clean any high-touch areas before players arrive. 
Weekly deep cleaning will be scheduled {volunteers are welcomed and should be recruited} 
 
 
Signage 

Appropriate signage will be posted throughout the club. Members must comply with the 
directions posted and those verbalized but the conveners.  
 

 
 

*All items in these recommendations are subject to change based on the evolving 
COVID situation, government & health unit regulations, and club needs.  
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